Wilson, R.S., 1990. Prionospio and Paraprionospia (Polychaeta: Spionidae) from sou-
Introduction
During the years 1979-1983 the Museum of Victoria made a survey of the soft bottom benthos of Bass Strait (Wilson and Poore, 1987 Wilson and Poore (1987) . PPBES prefixes refer to Port Phillip Bay Environmental Study stations (Poore, 1986) Foster, 1971 and Prionospio Sensti StrietO being treated as subgenera of I'nonospio scii.su lata. Maciolek (1981a, b) Blake and Kudcnov, 1978; Mulchings and Turvey, 1984; Poore, 1986;  Wilson and Poore, 1987;  Remarks. Prionospio coorilla is allied to P. steenstrupi and related species compared in Table 3 of Maciolek (1985:375, species 1-12 Table 3 of Maciolek(1985: 375, species 1-12 Kudenov (1978) and Hutchings and Turvey (1984) 112, 115, 118, 119, 120, 121, 162, 165, 163, 165, 168, 171, 172, 173, 175, 1X2, 185, 186, 188, 193, 197, 198, 200, 201, 202, 205, 206, 208 , (total of 223 specimens).
Description. Prostomium broad anteriorly with shallow indentation in anterior margin (Fig. 34) Table 3 of Maciolek (1985: 375, species 1-12) . Prionospio nirripa most closely resembles P. multicristala Hutchings and Rainer, 1979 (Fig. 41) All parapodia figured in anterior view. Scale bars represent; 0.5 mm (Fig. 41) Okuda, 1935 but differs in the structure of the sabre setae have an unusual long fine point in P. japoniea (Okuda, 1935: fig. Wiren, 1883 and P. multibranchiata Berkeley, 1927 . Prionospio cirrifera was redescribed by Mackie (1984) and can be distinguished from P. tatura (and 2 related Australian species: P wambiri and P. yuriel spp. nov., described below) by the shorter branchiae, the longer caruncle (extending to the posterior margin of setiger 2 in P. cirrifera) and the presence of dorsal crests on post-branchial setigers. Prionospio cirrifera also differs in having acuminate ventral prolongation of the neuropodial lamellae of setiger 2. Mackie (1984) Hutchings and Rainer (1979) and Hutchings and Murray (1984) Among Australian species, P. tatura is most similar to P. wambiri and P. yuriel. The three species can be distinguished using the characters given in Table 2 . Hutchings and Murray, 1984) .
Description. Prostomium widest close to anterior margin, narrower in mid-region and produced posteriorly into narrow caruncle which extends back to posterior margin of setiger 1 (Fig. 57) Hutchings and Murray, 1984) .
Description. Prostomium narrow and elongate anteriorly, broadest at posterior-most third, produced posteriorly into narrow caruncle extending to posterior margin of setiger 1 (Fig. 66) All parapodia figured in anterior view. Scale bars represent: 0.5 mm (Fig. 66) ; 0. 1 mm ; 0.02 mm Type species. Prionospio pinnata Ehlers, 1901 , subsequent designation by Caullery, 1914. Remarks. Yokoyama and Tamai (1981) (Fig. 75) ; 0.5 mm (Figs 76, 78-80) ; 0.2 mm (Fig. 77) (Fig. 8 1 ) (Fig. 90) ; 0.02 mm (Figs 91-9.3 Reported to be cosmopolitan (e.g. Maciolek, 1985) but all records require confirmation.
